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FP has a positive impacton all 17
SDGs (benefits beyond health)
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Family planning:

A key driver of
all 17 Sustainable
Development Goals
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OASIS

Mission: to advance education and choice for women
and girls in the Sahel

Vision: A Sahel where all girls are educated and free
from early marriage, where all women are free to
choose the timing and number of their children, and
where everyone has enough to eat.



Sahel is Arabic for shore



DEFINING THE SAHEL

The Sahel is a dry zone between the Sahara Desert and the Sudanian Savannah. It has no strict borders and is
changing as the desert moves south. We focus on six countries and northern Nigeria: the Sahel study region.
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Graves et. al. Nature, 2019.



Temperature change in Sahel study region

By 2050, temperatures are expected to be about
3 °C above their 1950 levels.

Projection
(2020-2100)
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Est. air-surface temperature change, Niger per IPCC, 2018



m Share of women experiencing overlapping agency deprivations in three domains
in Niger (percent)
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Source: Estimates based on 2006 Demographic and Health Survey for Niger.
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Niger is the fastest growing country in the world.

Projection
(2020-50)

Stunting affects the
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development of 42%
of children under 5.
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More women in the Sahel have an unmet need for
family planning than women who are current users

B Current use of modern methods [ Unmet need for FP

Burkina Faso
(2010) 16.2 23.8

Chad (2014-2015)

Mali (2012-2013)

Mauritania [ 5-8 32.1 I
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Senegal (2015) 23.3 25.2
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Time Taken for Fertility to Decline
(Total Fertility Rate of 6.0 to 3.5)

Iran (1989-1994)

China (1969-1976)
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“Increasing the age at marriage by five
years could directly reduce 15 to 20
percent of future populatlon ocrowth.”

—Populatlon Council, 2011
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Among girls in our safe space program, secondary school
completion rates increased from 4 to 82%; age of marriage

increased from 14.9to 17.4
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OASIS

Donate* to our girl revolution campaign or
OASIS 2 conference: www.oasissahel.org

Read “Fulcrum for the Future”
www.oasissahel.org/publications

Contact me or join our Friends of the Sahel
Network: agraves@oasissahel.org

*U.S. 501 c-3
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