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Meet the 8 Billion Milestone in Classrooms
 MISSION: Provide quality training and teaching materials 
for educators to help them cover population topics 
effectively in the classroom. 

https://populationeducation.org/current-population/

https://populationeducation.org/current-population/


Teacher PD, Lessons, Digital Supports



Who We Reached in 2021:

● 618 PopEd workshops
● 689 volunteer trainers
● 48 US states and territories 

and 6 Canadian provinces
● Virtual resources for digital 

teaching

Pre-Service
(312)

In-Service
(23)

AP Institutes
(136)

Conferences
(144)

In-Person 
17%

Virtual
83%

PopEd Workshop 
Audiences 2021



Favorite Resources for 8 Billion

 1. Population Circle

 2. World of 8 Billion student video competition

 3. Carbon Crunch

 4. Lessons for Life 

 5. Trash Trouble in Paradise



Population Circle
THROUGH A LARGE GROUP SIMULATION, STUDENTS EXPERIENCE THE 
CHANGING PACE OF HUMAN POPULATION GROWTH OVER THE PAST 500 
YEARS.



Instructions

 Circle = Earth



Instructions

 Each student in the circle = 
250 million people
 
 Travel through time over the 
past 500 years, 1525-2025

 Count from 1 to 100; Each 
number = 5 years
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Discussion
 What did you observe about 
how our population changed 
over time?

 How did it feel?

 What challenges/advantages 
are associated with our 
growing population?



World of 8 Billion 
Student Video Contest

THIS MICROSITE HOUSES OUR STUDENT VIDEO CONTEST, FREE LESSONS, AND 
OTHER RESOURCES FOR TAKING ACTION FOR A MORE SUSTAINABLE WORLD: 
WWW.WORLDOF8BILLION.ORG 

http://www.worldof8billion.org


Student Video Contest - Overview 
 Students have 1 minute to define a global challenge, make the population 
connection, and propose sustainable solutions.

● Inspiring students in grades 6-12 (or 
international equivalent) to be change 
makers 

● Over 80 students will be awarded 
prizes up to $1,200. 

https://www.worldof8billion.org/winners-2022/
https://www.worldof8billion.org/winners-2022/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_sus-MwYb3Y


Student Video Competition Stats



This Year’s Global Topics 

● Check out the research backgrounders for each of the global topics!  

Climate Change Gender Equality Waste 

https://www.worldof8billion.org/video-contest/this-years-topics/


Resources to Support Teachers & Students 
Video Project Organizer 

1. Step-by-step guide for the contest  
 
2. Plan out a timeline and group roles 
 
3. Includes fillable graphic organizers and 
resources to support students along the way!  

 
Check out the new interactive, World of  Billion 
Project Organizer.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1uw5qcfLWqppKKfDaqImd2x17hL7Yl3wZqkgnX6yCONc/edit#slide=id.g143e10b7a60_2_79
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1uw5qcfLWqppKKfDaqImd2x17hL7Yl3wZqkgnX6yCONc/edit#slide=id.g143e10b7a60_2_79


Resources to Support Teachers & Students 
● 1. Lesson plans to kick of the contest 

and for each global topic.  

● 2. High resolution Quick Trip to 7.6 
Billion Chart & related lessons. 

 
● 3. Connections to AP classes, Blogs with 

tips and additional content, and more! 

https://www.worldof8billion.org/teacher-resources/
https://www.worldof8billion.org/more-w8b/blog/
https://www.worldof8billion.org/more-w8b/blog/


Carbon Crunch
STUDENTS USE A TIMELINE TO EXPLORE ENERGY-RELATED ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
THROUGH HISTORY THEN COMPARE COUNTRIES BASED ON THEIR CO

2
 EMISSIONS 

AND CLIMATE VULNERABILITIES.



Join us digitally!

1. Click the link in the chat 
to play along. 

2. Or type this link into 
your internet browser: 
https://population.educ
ation/PopConn

3. Or just hang out here 
and watch the action on 
Zoom!

https://population.
education/PopConn

https://population.education/PopConn
https://population.education/PopConn


Lesson for Life
STUDENTS READ AND DISCUSS A SHORT CONVERSATION BETWEEN TWO 
ETHIOPIAN GIRLS ABOUT ATTENDING SCHOOL AND READ AND ANALYZE POEMS 
ABOUT GIRLS’ EDUCATION.



Part 2 Instructions

 Listen to two poems related to 
girls education. 

 Eunice’s Dream: A Poem from 
Kibera School for Girls, by Eunice 
Akoth

 The Power of Firsts, by Amanda 
Gorman

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_qR528LfR8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_qR528LfR8
https://shesthefirst.org/dayofthegirl2017


Questions
 1. What are the similarities and differences between both poems?

 2. Explore the following excerpt from “The Power of First” – “power 
unfurls in a girl at school”? What does this mean to you? What does 
“power” have to do with education?

 3. After listening to Eunice recite her poem, how would you describe 
her dream? How can education help Eunice achieve her dream?

 4. How have your circumstances impacted your ability to achieve a 
goal? What did you do? How is your experience similar or different?



Explore Global Implications

Indirect relationship 
between fertility rate 
and years of schooling



Trash Trouble in Paradise
ROLE PLAYING A CITY COUNCIL MEETING, STUDENTS WEIGH VARIOUS REAL-WORLD 
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS WHEN SITING A LANDFILL ON 
THE HAWAIIAN ISLAND OF O‘AHU.



Case Study of O‘ahu’s Landfill Question

 O’ahu’s population is 
growing, and the current 
landfill is near capacity. 
 
 Where should the next 
landfill go? 



Community Profiles and Demographic Data



Write and Debate a Proposal
Under what conditions would your 
community be willing to accept the 
landfill?

What do you expect the council to 
provide in exchange?

Identify the benefits to your community 
that could offset the challenges 
associated with having the landfill.

 Outline your plan in detail and be prepared to defend its components.



Ways to Get Involved with PopEd! 

1. Share the contest within your networks.
a. Digital Flyer 

2. Expert in one of this year’s global topics? 
a. Think about becoming a judge for this year’s contest! 

i. Email - worldof8billion@populationconnection.org 

3. Know an stellar teacher/professor? 
a. Let them know about our trainer’s network. 

4. Keep updated with what is happening with PopEd. 
a. By signing up for our Newsletter. 

http://www.worldof8billion.org/
http://www.worldof8billion.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yZE8-NmJdkDXaQVG6ih6AYtKC3TYkvrz/view?usp=sharing
mailto:worldof8billion@gmail.org
https://populationeducation.org/trainers-network/
https://learn.populationeducation.org/newsletter-sign-up


Thank you! 

Barbara Huth
Online Learning Coordinator

 
 

 Questions? Email: engage@popconnect.org 

Laura Short
Education Program Associate

mailto:engage@popconnect.org

