
Climate Justice 



- Population growth is one important contributor to climate change and 
increases climate vulnerability throughout the world.

Review: Population and Climate Change 

- Some of the world’s fastest growing regions are also the most vulnerable 
to climate change. In this context, population growth means that more 
people will be exposed to climate impacts who lack the resources necessary 
to readily adapt and recover.

- High fertility rates result from high rates of unintended pregnancies and a 
lack of access to quality reproductive health care services, including 
contraceptives and family planning. 

- Investments in comprehensive reproductive health care foster 
sustainable development and reduce climate impacts around the world.



Climate Justice
- Climate change is a multi-faceted issue with various 

social, political, and economic associations.

- As a concept, climate change is also ethical and political in      
nature.  

- The world’s most climate vulnerable populations will 
experience severe climate impacts despite 
contributing the least to the problem. 

- Solving climate change means creating a more equitable 
future for everyone.



- In low-income regions especially, the confluence of high population 
growth rates, limited access to quality education and health care, and 
climate impacts like rising sea levels, extreme and unpredictable weather 
events, and increasing temperatures, presents a humanitarian problem 
that will only continue to worsen without immediate action. 

Population and Inequality
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Climate Vulnerability 
Physical impacts like long-term 
changes in weather patterns and 
precipitation

Sensitivity of population based on 
indicators like poverty levels, quality 
health care, education, etc.

Ability to adapt as a measure of 
the strength and stability of a 
country’s institutions, economy 
and government 



Estimated and projected annual population growth rates for the 47 
least developed countries and the rest of the world, 1950–2100, 
according to the UN’s medium-variant projection. 

- At an average of 2.3% annual growth rate from 
2015-2020, the total population of the world’s least 
developed countries is growing 2.5x faster than the 
total population of the rest of the world. 

Source: UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 
World Population Prospects 2019



Source: Climate Action Tracker 2020



SOLUTIONS THROUGH REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH: WHY FAMILY PLANNING MATTERS TO CLIMATE 
CHANGE

Source: UN Population Prospects 2019
Time 2019

- The 47 least developed countries are the fastest 
growing. Many are projected to double in 
population between 2020 and 2050.

- 9 out of the 10 most climate-threatened countries 
are in sub-Saharan Africa, which will add around 1 
billion people by 2050.  



Many least developed countries will continue to experience rapid population growth 
between 2019 and 2050

Source: UN WPP Data booklet 2019



Climate Vulnerability in Uganda 
- 40% lives in extreme poverty, 
earning less than $1.90 per day.

- Over 75% of the country’s 45.7 
million inhabitants are under the 
age of 30, portending rapid future 
population growth.

- Sustained growth rates of 3% 
indicating population doubling 
every 23 years.

- With current rates of 3.1%, the 
country adds close to 1 million 
people each year. 

Source: World Bank 2020 

Kampala, Uganda. Adobe Photos 



Mukono, Uganda. Unsplash

- Over 70% of Ugandans are small-scale 
or subsistence farmers who depend on 
rain-fed agriculture to survive.

- Uganda’s average temperature is 
projected to rise by 1 degree Celsius 
above the 1970-1999 average by the 
2030s.

Climate Vulnerability in Uganda 



-Uganda’s average temperature is expected to rise 
by 1℃ above the 1970-1999 average by the 2030s.

-This warming will intensify precipitation patterns 
and exacerbate droughts and flooding, to the 
detriment of crop yields.

Climate Vulnerability in Uganda 



Climate Justice 

- Bangladesh contributes 0.19% of global emissions. Per 
capita, the average Bangladeshi consumes 33% less than 
the average U.S. citizen.

- Uganda’s emissions represent 0.07% of the global total. It 
is the 14th most vulnerable and the 48th least ready country 
– meaning that it is extremely susceptible to climate 
impacts but does not have the capacity to address the 
effects of climate change.   



The average number of extremely hot days expected per year between 2020 
and 2039 under a moderate warming scenario 
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Temperature Rises Alongside Population 
In the Sahel Region

Source: Bixby Center for Global Reproductive Health



Heat and Inequality

- Nearly everywhere in the world, heat waves are more 
frequent and longer lasting than they were 70 years ago.

- Extreme heat is one of the most dangerous effects of 
climate change and is life-threatening for both human 
populations and economies around the world.

- Vulnerability to extreme heat varies globally and is worst 
for low-income, marginalized populations. 



Environmental Justice 

Afton protesters lie in the street, blocking dump trucks of contaminated soil



Environmental Justice 



Environmental Justice 
- Communities of color in the US are 

disproportionately impacted by hazardous 
pollution.

- Studies show that Black and Hispanic 
communities are exposed to higher proportions 
of air pollution, toxic waste sites, landfills, lead 
poisoning, and other industrial complexes 
compare to white counterparts. 

- An estimated 70% of contaminated waste sites 
are located in low-income neighborhoods, and 
upwards of 2 million Americans live within a mile 
of sites that are vulnerable to flooding – the 
majority of which are in Black and brown 
communities.  



Barrio Logan, San Diego
Pollution Rates in San Diego, CA Racial Composition in San Diego, CA



Black and Hispanic Communities in the US are 
disproportionately exposed to air pollution caused 
by white people 

Source: USA Today 2019; The Guardian 2019



Source: Chicago Health Atlas 2020



Source: USA Today 2020

Covid-19 Infection Rate by Household Income Covid-19 Infection Rates 5x Higher in 
Majority-Minority Zip Codes 







Climate Justice is Social Justice 
“The people who live in these areas 
who would be affected by a spill, who 
call these places home---they are the 
experts, and they can tell you what the 
impact is on their land. Those voices 
can’t be ignored.”

- Larry Wright, Jr.
A Tribal chairman for the Ponca 
tribe who lives near the 
proposed Keyston XL’s route in 
Nebraska and has led opposition 
to the project for years





- Climate solutions must be rooted in 
principles of human rights and social 
justice.

- Addressing climate change 
necessarily means addressing 
systemic inequalities that contribute 
to marginalization and worsen 
impacts. 

- Climate justice means changing our 
relationship with other humans, 
animals, and the planet to facilitate a 
better, more equitable future. 

Climate Justice is Social Justice 
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IG: @populationconnection
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