


ALL NEW FROM ZPG!!

A Free Wall Chart and
Teaching Packet from
ZPG!
June 16.1999 On that date, according
to the United Nations, world population
will officially reach 6 billion people'
To mark this milestone ZPG presents
a beautiful, full-color wall chart for
middle and secondary classrooms.
This special poster explores what it
means to live in a world of six billion
and features nine important topics related to
population growth - one topic for each of the nine months leading up
to the arrival of person number 6 billion'

Each topic contains fascinating facts and suggestions for student action, with more in-depth information and
teaching activities on the back of the poster and in the accompanying Activity Packet
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Earth Matters
Studies for our gickal future

Over 200 pages, 
Spiral-bound format

_

Special 
Introductory Offer —

Just $19.95 
until Jan. 

31,1999

A popular teaching resource just got better! Now H its second edition,

Earth Matters continues to explore some of the most pressing environmental,

social and economic issues of our time for the high school classroom.

Through 12 new readings and 34 activities, students can begin to understand

the complexities of population pressures, global climate change, natural

resource use, wildlife endangerment, distribution of wealth and food, gender

equity, economic progress and how all these issues are interrelated.

Rave Reviews for the first edition of Earth Matter5
"An excellent resource guide!" "This book seems to stand alone and is one I
would use extensively." "Presents excellent lessons with good variety."
"Topics encompass the totality of human communities."

California Department of Education and the California Energy Commission,
Compendium for Human Communities — "A" Rating

"On difficult, controversial topics, these materials have done a good job of
presenting information in a neutral way and with a balance of opinions." "This is one
of the best curriculum materials I've seen that cover these issues."

World Wildlife Fund and the North American Association for
Environmental Education, The Biodiversity Collection

New readings, updated activities, loads of recommended resources (including web sites)

To Order call: 1-800 POP-1956 or email PopEd@zpg.org
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,executive director
How do these proposals sound?

• Renewed support for family planning
with a 50% funding increase and no restric-
tive amendments...
• New efforts to provide education on

sexuality and family life to help prevent teen
pregnancy...
• Support for population education...
• A 12% increase in foreign aid for

population programs.
Wouldn't passing these proposals be a

great way for Congress to finish up the
year?

Well, that's exactly what Congress
did.. .in 1978! And that's what the victori-
ous article on the front page of the ZPG
National Reporter reported in October of
that year.

In 1978, I was 30 years old as well as a
newly-elected Congressman.

The 95th Congress was a good one. It
had been blessed with such farsighted
champions of our cause as Representative
Morris Udall (D-AZ) and Senator Mark
Hatfield (R-OR).

Twenty years have passed by and the
current 105th Congress has been a decidedly
mixed blessing. And, as ZPG itself turns 30,
we face new versions of the challenges we've
had since Day One in bringing population
stabilization to the forefront.

Three decades ago, the very first ZPG
Reporter promised to "actively attempt to
influence legislation in Congress, at the
state level and even, where appropriate, at
local levels."

The article emphasized that "Time is of
the essence."

Returning to the present, we know
time continues to be of the essence,
although we've certainly seen our share of
the victories. Such as the recent enactment
of a Maryland statute providing for univer-
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sal contraceptive coverage. This is a clear
win. Still, we must continue to ward off the
myriad attacks mounted by the Religious
Right and their allies on international fami-
ly planning, sexuality education, and the
right to be pro-choice.

The irony, of course, is that our oppo-
nents aren't opposed to family planning
programs because they don't work. They're
upset because they do work. These pro-
grams have succeeded in countries as
diverse as Thailand, Mexico, and Kenya, as
well as here at home. And this continuing
success is the best 30th birthday news of all.

ZPG was formed in 1968 by a handful
of dedicated activists. They knew there was
a population explosion and they understood
the problem. Through 30 years of experi-
ence, we've learned how to solve that prob-
lem. And that's by empowering women and
by giving people access to information, edu-
cation and services.

Wouldn't it be great if that increased
knowledge were matched by an equally
strong congressional commitment to popu-
lation stabilization?

Unfortunately, and despite the presence
of strong supporters of population stabiliza-
tion in both Houses and in both parties,
that's not the case—not yet, anyway.

So, for ZPG, turning 30 calls more for
challenge than celebration.

We know what needs to be done. We
just have to do it.

Peter H. Kostmayer
Executive Director
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4.0 to the editor
Note: For some time now, we have
been offering our Sprawl Attacks!
poster at no charge (see the back
cover of this issue) for people who
want to make a statement about the
connection between population and
sprawl. We've had literally thou-
sands of requests since the poster
came out. Here are some thoughts
from a few people who have said
their lives would not be complete
without a ZPG poster.

You can get your own Sprawl Attacks!
poster, too. Just email us at
paster@zpg.org and tell us why we
should send you one!

I'm a frequent protester of such
things as overpopulation. Your
poster is a very intelligent, and artful
way to promote my beliefs. Actually,
I'm very happy I found your poster
the same day that I found an anti-
deforestation poster.

Sean Lefebvre
Bethany, Ontario

Canada

I am a traffic engineer for a city
north of Atlanta and have to deal
with the effects of "sprawl" everyday.
Atlanta's traffic looks very similar to
the traffic in the poster at any time of
day! I would love to hang this poster
on my office wall.

Megan Graham
Alpharetta, GA

I would really like one of your color
posters. I am very concerned with
the issue of overpopulation as an
issue that many people are unaware
of. I'd like to hang up the poster in
my room or at my school to make a

statement and get people talking
about the problem.
Thanks a lot,

Josh Fox
Dunwoody, GA

Cool poster! I really hate waiting in
traffic, which is a direct result of
overpopulation. I like the statement
it makes. Please send me one.

Craig M. Eaton
West Kingston, RI

Please send me a poster. Why?
Because I'm working on my lecture
on overpopulation and I'd love to
show it to my students. I would
also hang it in my office.

Dr. James E. Differzdorfer
Vertebrate Conservation Biologist
San Diego (CA) State University

I teach junior college students in
California (the sprawl capital of the
planet!) to be environmental educa-
tors. I have found that all of them
can tell you what the symptoms are
(i.e., endangered animals, rainforest
destruction, pollution, etc.). But few
know the cause (overpopulation).
This poster would be a great
reminder for them. It may also have
an extra impact on them because
they live that picture everyday!

Kris Romero
Fillmore, CA

I am a new instructor at Tompkins
Cortland Community College in New
York State teaching the global per-
spective on contemporary social
problems. We'll be discussing the
population explosion and its global
impacts in October. I would love to

have this poster and the accompany-
ing fact sheet for these classes.

Rebecca Stevens
Syracuse, NY

The poster looks great. I would love
one for my office door. I work for a
public affairs consulting company
and am helping us focus on popula-
tion growth issues, so the poster
would be a boon to my personal
public relations.

Greg Nelson
Eugene, OR

I sit in a crowded classroom. San
Diego smells disgusting all the time.
The beaches have 50 million people
on them and I'm late to work every
day because of all the traffic on 1-8.
Replace yourself...

Rev. Philips Ryan
3459 Via Palma

La Mesa, CA

I would love to receive a free Sprawl
Poster. I am a dj at my college cam-
pus radio station, WMWC 99.5FM
(Mary Washington College). Your
brilliant poster would look splendid
in our studio or officers room. A few
of the dj's are big ZPG fans and it
would mean a lot to us.

Ben Nerhling
Fredericksburg, Va.

Please address letters to the
editor to letters@zpg.org or
ZPG Letters, Zero Population
Growth, Inc., 1400 Sixteenth
St., N.W., Suite 320,
Washington, D.C. 20036.
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Tim Cline, Editor

W
elcome to the new and, we hope,
improved—ZPG Reporter! For
some time now, we have been work-

ing to reformat the Reporter to make it more
useful to ZPG members and others who read
it. Changing from tabloid to standard maga-
zine size allows us to produce a publication
that is easier to keep and store in your person-
al library, in public libraries and in college
libraries. Magazines tend to have a longer
shelf life than newspapers, and our hope is
that more people will get to see each issue.

By expanding the number of pages in
the Reporter, we'll be able to give you regu-
lar reports on Population Education and on
the ZPG Chapters. You'll see articles on our
members, a regular "letters to the editor"
page, legislative news from here in
Washington, DC as well as from California.
We'll be able to provide up-to-the-minute,
breaking news about population. We'll have
other departments—along with the well-
researched and thought-provoking articles
that you've come to expect. All of these sto-
ries will appear in a more reader-friendly
format with more photos, more graphics,
and more information on "Things You Can
Do" to help out the cause.

In this issue, our 30'h Anniversary, we're
featuring the fascinating—and controver-
sial—history of ZPG from Paul Ehrlich on
the Tonight Show to Peter Kostmayer on
Nighlline. We have a thoughtful piece on
population growth and its impact by Vaclav
Havel, the President of the Czech Republic;
an article telling why road rage is a popula-
tion issue; something on the six billion child
countdown; a close-up look at the ZPG
Santa Cruz/Monterey, California chapter,
and much, much more.

Because we are particularly sensitive to
the new Reporter's impact on the environ-
ment, based on your feedback and our mis-
sion, we thought it was important that we
consider carefully the kind of printing, paper
and ink we needed to use. We decided, there-
fore, to select a printer with a strong commit-

ment to environmental issues. This does not
mean a printing company that simply mar-
kets their greenness. We looked, instead, for a
printer with a long history of sensitivity
towards the environment, with an institu-
tional culture encouraging not only waste
reduction but a thorough consideration of all
environmental issues.

Happily, we found a printer with criteria
as strict as our own: Dartmouth Printing.
Dartmouth uses only non-toxic inks and they
clean up their waste product so well that it is
accepted into the local sewer system with no
additional processing needed. Ninety-seven
percent of their waste paper is made into
paper toweling products. The paper you are
looking at (50 pound Saratoga) contains at
least 50% recycled content, and is supplied by
local mills to reduce transportation waste.
Even the size of the new Reporter (8'/8 by 107/8
inches) was chosen to minimize trim waste.

If you experience any trouble receiving
your Reporter, please let us know! We
recently converted our extensive database
files to a new system which gives our mem-
bership services a much faster response
time. Of course, like any new system, it has
its share of start-up challenges for us, but
that should not impact membership ser-
vices. If you are moving or your address is
incorrect, you can mail us the usual infor-
mation, or you can send an e-mail to
Membership@zpg.org or you can automati-
cally update your address on the ZPG web
site at www.zpg.org.

Finally, we want to hear your reaction to
the new Reporter. Your letters can help us to
shape future issues. Please let us know what
we are doing right and where we can improve.

So, sit back, relax, enjoy, learn and
maybe even get prodded into action.
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