
Lemurs. Women. Science
Lemur Love in Madagascar







About Dr. Seheno

• In-country Director of Lemur 
Love

• Conservation Biologist, 
Researcher at the University 
of Antananarivo

• Advocate for Lemur 
conservation



Conservation & Humans
State of the natural world









Humans are the 
problem 

& the solution



Why is there a 
conservation 
crisis? 







Madagascar 
Poverty and extreme poverty increase



Biodiversity Conservation in southwestern Madagascar



Context
History, politics & society of Madagascar



Patterns of European colonialism 
(1400- late 1900s) 

• Restructuring of society through 
domination, appropriation, and 
containment

• Christianity valued over traditional beliefs
• Gain wealth by annexing existing wealth, 

land, natural resources, forced labor
• Create and maintain deep hierarchical 

divisions



Patterns in the 
legacies of 
Colonialism

• Civil unrest or tensions 
• Christianity
• Poverty and insufficient 

infrastructure
• Exploited natural resources
• Deep societal divisions 



Madagascar was a French Colony



Colonial legacies 
in Madagascar 

• Primary and secondary school 
through college based on 
French system 

• Children learn about 
European flora and fauna 
rather than the 
biodiversity of Madagascar

• Post-secondary under-
developed and under-funded

• Graduate students are trained 
to be good assistants, rather 
than good researchers



Lemur Love Protect lemurs. Empower women. Further science. 



Sustainable Development Goals 
Blueprint for a better and more sustainable future for all



Lemur Love

We prioritize: 
Wild lemurs
People living next to wild lemurs
The next generation of Malagasy 
conservationists



Programs: wild lemurs



Lemurs

• Scientific research 
examining the evolution 
of female dominance

• Long-term data and 
impacts of climate 
change

• Monitoring with 
permanent ranger 
presence



Programs: people (through 
women) living next to lemurs



Aid humanitarian 
programs

• Support for sustainable livelihoods 
(Women head of households)

• Local development through 
supporting “solar mamas”: 
Barefoot College Program

• Emergency programs: 
• Food and cash for vulnerable 

families
• Support of schools



Programs: the next generation 



Malagasy 
researchers and 
conservationists

• Support of Malagasy women in science through 
Ikala STEM association

• Capacity building of Malagasy Early Career 
Researchers: Writing Fellowships, conference 
attendance

• Support of our Malagasy Staff



How to help

Follow us on social media (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter)

Financially support our work 

• Urgent situations ($ any amount)

• Research expedition equipment, expenses, veterinarian (~$30000 USD)

• Barefoot College Initiative equipment (~$50000 USD)

• Next Generation Fellow ($2000 pp)



marni.lafleur@gmail.com Thank you! s.andriantsaralaza@gmail.com
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