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As an organization, uplift integrated developmental strategies, and we use population, health, and environment (PHE) framework and approach to development. So in order to address the vast unmet need for family planning globally and its connections to global inequalities, it’s important to work to understand the root causes of high fertility rates. a human rights organization, we are focused on understanding and educating about where population growth is happening across the world and why, but specifically within the context of human rights and reproductive autonomy. We know that when women are able to make their own decisions about reproduction, fertility rates naturally drop. More women go to school and obtain sustained employment. Women, children, and families are healthier overall, and society advances. 

From an environmental perspective, PHE helps provide context for understanding why people and communities are interacting with local and regional environments in certain ways, and helps clarify the connections between environmental sustainability and public health. So rather than looking at issues like habitat destruction or population growth in isolation, we work to recognize that the ways in which people are interacting with their environment and existing communally is often influenced by poverty, marginalization, lack of access to resources or economic alternatives, and so on. So, if we’re interested in facilitating environmental conservation, it’s much more effective to approach that holistically, for example by increasing access to public health, to family planning education, to economic opportunity, to environmental education, we can promote community-based environmental sustainability and conservation while also increasing levels of overall health for humans, animals, and the environment. 



Family planning is not only a
matter of human rights;
it is also central to women's
empowerment, reducing poverty,
building climate resilience and
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I want to highlight the vital role that increasing access to family planning services and education play in addressing climate change and upholding human rights globally. In very many ways, the ability to choose when, whether, and with whom to become pregnant is a fundamental part of being a human being, as it influences the entire trajectory of one’s life, and as we’ll get into, access to this human right is contingent and uneven—very much reflective of social indicators like gender, socioeconomic status, education level, race, geography, and so on. In a broader context, access to family planning plays into population health, overall fertility, environmental conservation, and social and economic growth. 
In essence, reproductive health and family planning is directly connected to sustainable development as well as climate mitigation, adaptation, and resilience strategies. 
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A lot of our focus recently has been on the links between population and climate change, and in particular the ways in which humans impact and are impacted by a progressively warmer planet for which we are responsible. The climate crisis is in my opinion THE number one issue facing both the planet and humanity today and into the future, and needs to be addressed in ways that are both comprehensive and nuanced; using every modality we have available. As you can see, a significant portion of our planet is seeing warmer than average temperatures and many places that are breaking records for heat
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Human activities are to blame for the highest
concentration of carbon dioxide emissions in at least
2 million years.

Global temperatures are increasing at the fastest rate
in at least 2,000 years because of human influence.

The impacts of climate change are widespread and
global in scope. Unless drastic cuts to emissions are
made on a global scale, climate disasters will

continue to intensify. k. i ok
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Climate change is already affecting every inhabited region across the globe, with human influence contributing to many observed changes in weather extremes. 
Unless drastic cuts to emissions are made on a global scale, climate disasters will continue to intensify. This means hotter heat waves. Hotter and drier droughts. Mounting sea level rise. More life-threatening natural disasters for more people. But, as the IPCC clearly notes, we still have the power to prevent catastrophic climate change. Scientists have calculated that a rapid drop in emissions—especially from power plants and cars over the next few decades—could halt global emissions and alter the course of climate change for the better. 
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Source: Forbes 2020

® O
7.8bn people today expect .: ® :.
MV VYa
9.7bn by 2050 T
Linked to fossil fuels and o \a 6,0
tropical deforestation |
ol

15,000 sg miles tropical land destroyed each year

AN =

¢ o

More than 50bn animals consumed

Increasing demand for
animal protein W m

50bn 1.5bn 1.5bn 1.5bn

Four commodities:
Soy, palm oil, beef, lumber

’, ., \\ L)
Ensure healthy lives =z
Combat communicable disease @ v @ A %
/
\\ - s

Demand for food and energy
Pressure on scarce resources

Negative environmental impact
Source: United Nations, 2020

CO, rising 10 times faster than any sustained
rise in 800,000 years
Pushes planetary boundaries

Accelerated biodiversity loss
Source: NASA, NOAA, IPCC, 2020*

Human intrusion biodiversity hotspots
Disruption and disturbance

Ecosystem degradation
Source: NASA, NOAA, IPCC, 2020*

Unsustainable production and consumption
Reduce food waste, increase plant-based

Tackle overuse and misuse of antibiotics
Source: World Economic Forum 2020

Emergence of infectious disease
Underprepared health systems
Dislodged viruses


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ultimately, what we will have to contend with is the fact that there are many complex and interconnected challenges facing our world today, which are of our own creation. In many ways, the very structure of our capitalist word economy as it has developed at least since the industrial revolution endangers us, as it has conventionally encouraged economies of scale types of production, and consumption --- of fossil fuels that cause climate change, of commodities that fuel deforestation, of meat – all processes that threaten the health and wellbeing of humans everywhere. What’s important to remember tin conceptualizing all of these immense global issues is that we as humans have created these systems and these processes and these incentives which drive our world’s economy, which means we have the power to change it; and fix it; and create a more equitable and sustainable future for people and the planet. 
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And in a broader sense, many of the links between population and the environment are well-known. Worldwide, we affect the planet in many ways. We destroy wildlife habitats, causing species to go extinct. We change the chemistry of the oceans, use resources at unsustainable rates, and as we’re all well aware, contribute to climate change in many different ways.

Many environmentalists are concerned about the continued growth of the human population for a variety of reasons, but largely  because we understand that population growth correlates to increased resource use, consumption, and environmental degradation (in many cases). 
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And in a macro context, this has proven to be very true: if we look historically, we can see that fossil fuel production has increased almost in lock step with population growth.  

Population pressures contribute to a variety of social issues as well, including increases in infant and maternal mortality, less access to education, employment, and so forth.  


So what does all of this mean for us moving forward?  Well for one, environmentally speaking, we need to make some real changes. that at the global level—including how we produce food and energy. 
Well we have to really understand the demographic realities of the present and the future. For one, the overwhelming majority of the world’s population currently resides in countries that are rapidly industrializing. We know that the principle cause of climate change is the production of greenhouse gases from the burning of fossil fuels such as coal, oil, and natural gas. We also know from the IPCC that the leading drivers of growth in global emissions are economic and population growth. Greenhouse gas emissions—primarily carbon dioxide (CO2)—dramatically increased in the twentieth century and continue to hit record levels as the global population grows and industrializes. The world’s largest contributors to climate change are the early industrializers: the US, Russia, Germany, the UK, and Japan. �
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In mainstream U.S. culture, talking about population growth as it relates to environmental issues is contentious. As someone who works for an organization that educates students and activists about the various social and environmental implications of human population growth, I know this to be true, and I think it’s pretty unfortunate given how extremely vital the issue is in addressing global climate change, etc. 
But why? There are a few major reasons behind this aversion to population and environment studies in mainstream US culture.   
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So, in terms of the global population, you can see here that the growth of the human population has increased substantially in relatively recent years. While growth rates are falling substantially and have been for quite a while, it’s important to remember that historically, the growth of the human population has essentially skyrocketed. In fact, up until 1800, it took all of human history to reach 1 billion people. Thanks in large part to the industrial revolution and large-scale increases in access to sanitation, public health, technology, and so on, we have now reached a point where we add 1 billion people to the planet every 12 years. That growth is unprecedented. 

So as the world’s population continues to grow into 2100, it’s important to note that population growth is not happening evenly everywhere. In fact, many places in the world have low fertility rates, and in some cases even declining populations, which is a completely separate issue. 
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As you can see, the places with the highest fertility rates represent some of the most marginalized places on Earth: Most of Africa and in particuar sub-saharan africa, the Middle East, parts of Latin America, parts of Asia. 

This means that, as a whole, the regions with the highest fertility rates and the fastest population growth are also LMICs, or low-to-middle-income countries. And again it’s important to remember here that this also means that population growth alone is not the number one contributor to large-scale environmental damage, as that logic would somehow indicate that the poorest populations are causing the most significant amount of environmental harm. This is a very dangerous oversimplification and just simply not an accurate stat
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This graph is based on the UN’s medium variant projection, and helps clarify where the majority of the world’s population is expected to grow into the future. While the places with the very highest fertility rates are also among the most economically challenged, there are many places where the population is growing quickly alongside economic growth. 


Population growth rate by level of development

Historic population growth rates by the level of development of the region, with projections to 2099 using the UN
medium scenario.
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Many least developed countries will continue to experience rapid population
growth between 2019 and 2050
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The fact that the world’s poorest populations are growing the fastest means that more people are at risk of experiencing the effects of climate change who lack the ability or capital to readily respond and recover. 


Fertility rate vs the share living in extreme poverty, 2015
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The fact is, there is a the direct correlation between high fertility rates and poverty. Places considered marginalized, without access to vital resources such as clean water, healthcare, education, economic opportunity, and so on, tend also to have the highest overall fertility rates and the highest unmet need for contraceptives.  
�High fertility can impose costly burdens on developing nations. It may impede opportunities for economic development, increase health risks for women and children, and erode the quality of life by reducing access to education, nutrition, employment, and scarce resources such as potable water.

And I’m going to be talking a lot about poverty, and high fertility, and low-income countries. And I want to make clear that the reason why many poor countries have high fertility rates is largely because of a lack of structural support at the state-level. So when I’m talking about populations that experience a lack of access to resources like education, health care, or economic opportunity, I’m largely referring to an overall lack of social safety and security by governments. Fertility rates are high in poor regions because overall health and life expectancy is usually quite low, and the assumption is that it’s advantageous to have many children because not all will survive, and because they are needed to help with household labor. When public services and utilities like running water are put into communities, and when labor conditions improve, and when social safety nets increase, then fertility rates start to drop. This has a lot to do with government support. I don’t ever mean to infer that poverty is in any way preventable for most people; rather, I’d argue that most people around the world are trying to survive in the most dire circumstances that they experience through no fault of their own. If any of you would like to get into the specifics there, we can talk after the course. 
��
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growth.
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The world’s 47 least developed countries are also the fastest growing. According to the UN, the total population of Sub-Saharan Africa is expected to double by 2050, resulting in a 99% increase from 2019. Many countries in sub-Saharan Africa, such as the Democratic Republic of the Congo and South Sudan, are experiencing some of the world’s fastest population growth rates while also being among THE most vulnerable to climate change. As you can see here, 9 out of the 10 most climate vulnerable countries are in sub-Saharan Africa, which is projected to double in population by 2050.   


daptation |

Table 1. Extent and frequency of reference to rapid population growth among the 40  MeCgnw £ ol — — ) ) )
National Adaptation Programmes of Action reports VAN VR . E!';:E;E:'::d::;ﬁ;:i‘ﬂﬁ’ﬂﬁ:::;g to population growth by 37 National

Rapid population Number of countries Countries f - 3 i e - -
(n= 40) ‘ N Population/adaptation issue National Adaptation Programmes of
- - oo Action Reports (n = 37)

37

h water scarcity 18
Migration 18

N

oo

oo~

Zambia
Identified as a main Z a, Gambia, Kiribati, Malaw

pricrity

blrce: UNFCC 2011; Leo Bryant et a


Presenter
Presentation Notes
And affected countries are acutely aware of these interconnected issues and have publicized the very real threats posed by population pressures as they relate of course to sustainable development but also climate change. The UN has developed a framework for less-developed countries to use to identify the main drivers of climate vulnerability within their respective countries, with the intention of organizing and prioritizing particular actions that respond to a country’s most urgent and immediate needs. These plans are called National Adaptation Programs of Action, or NAPAs. And the reason I bring this up is because, out of the first 40 NAPA submissions, 37 of the world’s least developed countries that will be the worst affected by climate change have highlighted rapid population growth as a factor that exacerbates the impacts of climate change. That means that 93% identified at least one of three ways in which demographic trends interact with climate impacts: (i) faster degradation of natural resources; (ii) increased demand for scarce resources; and (iii) heightened human vulnerability to extreme weather events. 
 
These findings certainly suggest that family planning services should be made more available for communities most at risk, Yet, only 6 countries identified investing in family planning as a priority to address that challenge, and none of the NAPAs have directed investments in family planning.

UNFCCC: United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change  
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Population and Climate Vulnerability

. Population growth hinders development by increasing hunger, resource
use, localized environmental degradation, and habitat destruction.

. Investments in sustainable development—including education, health
care, and women’s empowerment—will help build resilience and
adaptive capacity for all populations.

. Increasing access to comprehensive reproductive health care is one important
solution to, and adaptation strategy for, climate change.

Source: UN Commission on Population and Development , Bixby Center for Global Reproductive Health
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In low-income regions that are growing quickly amidst a rapidly changing climate, slowing population growth through voluntary measures has the capacity to greatly reduce suffering, deaths, and state instability. Population growth in these regions acutally hinders development, even economically, while simultaneously increasing hunger, resources use, localized environmental degradation, and habitat destruction. 

As a solution, investments in sustainable development, including education, health care, and women’s empowerment will help build resilience and adaptive capacity for populations around the world. Within those solutions is a direct need for increased investment in comprehensive reproductive health care. It’s one very important solution to and adaptation strategy for climate change.  
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Women and girls face greater risk of displacement and are more likely to be injured or killed by natural disasters. 
�Climate impacts like prolonged drought and unpredictable rainy seasons have already proven to increase the incidence of child marriage and the likelihood of being pushed into prostitution. Girls are more likely to leave school prematurely in response to climate-induced natural disasters and the many ancillary social and economic issues that coincide with a warming planet. The list goes on and on.  

There is also lots of evidence showing that an educated populace of women drastically reduces infant mortality, child marriage, family size, malaria, and HIV/AIDS. Conversely, as Project Drawdown cites, educated women results in improved health, economic well-being, agricultural yields, and social stability.

When women are forced into child marriage, they have an average of about 5 children. They typically lack access to family planning, and their children have poor health outcomes. Girls who complete the equivalent of a high school education have an average of 2 children, earn higher wages, and create better opportunities that are passed down to their children. 

These benefits therefore compound over time and across generations, as a sort of virtuous cycle, where girls are supported to continue their education, without pressure to work or support their families.  

Right now, There are around 130 million girls worldwide that are denied the basic human right to attend school.
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The climate crisis also impacts reproductive health and rights all across the world. They materialize in the form of reduced or unavailable services in areas affected by disasters, harmful impacts on maternal health due to heat exposure, and increased incidence of sexual and gender‐based violence in situations of humanitarian crises or displacement. As the impacts of the climate crisis become more severe, adverse outcomes for sexual and reproductive health and rights will only increase. 

Inequality and marginalization magnify these vulnerabilities and put people at risk. So Addressing gender inequality and other forms of marginalization is therefore crucial for reducing vulnerability and enhancing resilience. 
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And just quickly to review, access to sexual and reproductive healthcare can influence population dynamics through voluntary fertility reductions and lower infant and maternal mortality rates. Additionally, comprehensive reproductive health care  
increases the health, welfare, and life expectancy of women and children, 
advances individual rights,
reduces poverty,
and slows population growth.
Together, these benefits help to strengthen environmental sustainability and state stability. 



Solutions Through Health and Education

When education levels rise for women and girls,
they gain social, political and economic power.

. Higher levels of education afford more options for
sustained employment and help increase
livelihoods.

. More resources become available to help women and girls
choose when and how to start a family.

. Women who are educated tend statistically to have
fewer, healthier children.

Photo by Taylor Wilcox on Unsplash
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Coupled very essentially with family planning services is education. It’s common to see the two grouped together because they clearly compliment each other, but also because they sort of co-constitute one another. In other words, increasing access to family planning services cannot be viewed in isolation as it’s almost always NOT the be all end all solution. It’s just as important that women, girls, boys, and men have access to education, because among many other things, it very fundamentally facilitates independent and even critical thought, which is essential for breaking down cultural barriers or belief systems that may otherwise prohibit the utilization of such an advantageous resource like family planning. But, when education levels rise for women and girls in particular, they gain social, political and economic power. Higher levels of education afford more options for sustained employment and helps increase livelihoods. Given this information, it’s no surprise that women who are educated tend statistically to have fewer, healthier children. Expanding access to education is incredibly important for any society, but it’s a particularly vital component for sustainable development in low-resource settings, which already face the biggest structural barriers to both getting an education and family planning. 

This is largely because of limitations from cost, stigma, or policies. 
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Women's educational attainment vs. number of children per woman

Shown on the x-axis is the average number of years of schooling of women in the reproductive age (15 to 49
years). On the y-axis you find the 'total fertility rate' — the number of live births per woman in reproductive age.
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Better education makes it possible for social norms to change 
In macro level studies, countries in which education increased from close to 0 to around 6 years experienced a fertility decline by about 40-80%. 
Niger, the country with the highest fertility rate, women of reproductive age had only 1.3 years of education on average. 

There are around 130 million girls worldwide that are denied the basic human right to attend school. Education is a vital aspect of development and results in better health outcomes, better financial stability, more agency and autonomy, and more ability to adapt to climate change. 


Family Planning Needs in Population and Climate Change Hotspots
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Worldwide, the same regions that experience high fertility, low economic status, and high climate vulnerability also have a high unmet need for contraceptives and reproductive health services. An unmet need for family planning in these regions increases vulnerability and inhibits the ability of individuals, households, and communities to adapt. In recognition of these interconnected issues that magnify new and existing inequalities, there should be greater attention paid to the effectiveness of meeting the unmet need for family planning services in helping to create resilience and increase adaptive capacity both in general and especially for the world regions most at-risk. 

Family planning has long been identified as an integral part of global sustainable development strategies, but we need also to be working to recognize comprehensive reproductive health care more broadly as a human rights-based and cost-effective approach to addressing climate change. 
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In an analysis done by the Worldwatch Institute and Population Reference Bureau which looked at the evidence linking population dynamics and climate compatible development, researchers found that that reducing unintended pregnancies would result in many health, educational, and economic benefits for women and their households. They concluded that these benefits could also reduce human vulnerability to climate change impacts. From there, they have made recommendations for increasing the financing available for both climate change and family planning, and importantly for the inclusion of family planning in funding platforms designed to help countries prepare for and respond to climate change.

Increasing access to family planning services benefits climate adaptation in several ways, but first and foremost by increasing the health and well-being of women and children. Heathier populations of course have a better chance withstanding and recovering from climate impacts. Secondly, adaptation is built through helping to empower women through reproductive autonomy which opens up possibilities for engaging in climate adaptation efforts; and third by reducing unintended pregnancies which results in smaller families and a smaller demand for resources like food and water; Finally, slowing population growth lessens local environmental pressures and exposes fewer people to climate impacts.    
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And in terms of climate change mitigation, increasing access to reproductive health and education has the potential to be extremely impactful. While investments in smaller families hold many instant social benefits, their impact on carbon emissions is not nearly as immediate. However, over the long-term, slowing population growth has the potential to outperform anything else. So on the slide you’ll see the top 5 solutions to climate change put forth by Project Drawdown, which is a nonprofit dedicated to producing research on the potential effectiveness of climate interventions. They have argued that Health and Education could result in emissions reductions of up to 85 gigatons of CO2 by 2050, which is equivalent to removing over 22,000 coal fired power plants. 



The need put forth by the IPCC to achieve 45% carbon emission reduction by 2030 (against 2010 levels) cannot be reached through slowing population growth alone. However, in the long term, slowing population growth has the potential to outperform anything else. Meaning -- if the whole world adopted the reproduction rates of Germany, Japan, Spain, Portugal, or Italy, the population in 2100 would be just above 4 billion, as opposed to 11.6 billion as forecasted in the median projection by the UN. This number is also half the size of the new projections put out by the Lancet, which has forecasted a sharp decline in fertility rates by 2100. (people born today are expected to live to 2100).  



)

I n d I V I d u a I S O I u t I O n S The rankings shown here are based on projected emissions impact globally. The relative importance of a given solution

can differ significantly depending on context and particular ecological, economic, political, or social conditions.

Scenario 1 TOTAL CO,-eq (GT) Net First Cost Net Lifetime Cost Net Lifetime Profit
Reduced/ To implement solution To operate solution other implementation &
Overa“ (Szziu:sztgr:g) (Billion $US) (Billion $US) : I;ﬁ;e;ztgl)]ns)
Ranking Solution

1 Reduced Food Waste
‘ 2 Health and Education
3 Plant-Rich Diets
4  Refrigerant Management
5 Tropical Forest Restoration
6 Onshore Wind Turbines
7  Alternative Refrigerants
8 Utility-Scale Solar Photovoltaics
9 Improved Clean Cookstoves
10 Distributed Solar Photovoltaics

Source: Drawdown 2020 *Based on the minimum impact scenario of solution implementation, Drawdown 2020


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Project Drawdown publishes ongoing research which ranks solutions in terms of their projected emissions impact globally, and they do this based on different scenarios, to assess what determined, global efforts might look like. So this table depicts Scenario 1, which is roughly in-line with a 2˚C temperature rise by 2100. Health and education is ranked second out of 82 different global solutions for its impact on global emissions in the long term and for its cost effectiveness in terms of return on investment.  
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In LMICs, 218 million women are considered to have an unmet need
for modern contraception because they want to avoid a pregnancy
but are not using a modern method.

1,640 million women of reproductive age, 2019

Have unmet Have met Do not need contraception

| need* need

923 million want to avoid a pregnancy

*148 million using no method plus 70 million using a traditional method. Notes: Numbers may not add to totals
because of rounding. LMICs=low- and middle-income countries (see Figure 1.1). Source: reference 45.

Source: Guttmacher Institute 2020
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And so that’s our focus. We work to ensure everyone everywhere has access to the full spectrum of reproductive health care, including vital family planning services. And despite impressive progress over the past several decades, there are still over 218 million women in LMICs alone (LMIC is an acronym that stands for Low to Middle Income Countries) who want to avoid pregnancy but are not using a modern form of contraception. In these countries, 49% of pregnancies are unintended, which totals to 111 million unintended pregnancies annually. 


Reports on family planning commonly say that women have unmet need because they lack access to contraceptive services, but that is only one of many reasons for not using contraceptives.51 When women who want to avoid a pregnancy are asked why they do not use contraceptives, many have concerns about their health or the side effects of methods, believe that they are not likely to become pregnant, or state that they or their family are opposed to contraception.52 Provider bias, partic- ularly unwillingness to supply methods to young, unmarried or childless women, serves as a further barrier to contraceptive use and to reproductive autonomy more broadly.53 

  



Investing in sexual and reproductive health care

would dramatically reduce unintended pregnancies,

unsafe abortions and maternal deaths

At current
levels
of care
Unintended
pregnancies MM
Unsafe
abortions 35M
Maternal
deaths 299K

Source: Guttmacher Institute 2020

©2020 Guttmacher Institute

Averted if all
needs
are met

76M

26M
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% change
if all needs
are met

-68%

-72%

-62%

Unmet needs for services are greatest in the poorest countries
This is apparent when examining the proportion of women who deliver their
babies in a health facility
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In contrast, if all women in LMICs wanting to avoid a pregnancy were to use modern contraceptives and all pregnant women and their newborns were to receive care at the standards recommended by the World Health Organization, the impacts would be enormous: There would be a 68% decrease in unintended pregnancies, a 72% drop in unsafe abortions, and a 62% reduction in maternal deaths. 


o (Ll o blb
T e

- - 2 - - = i T o /s - = " W = s
! il s TN NG gl h ) ; . 3 :
e ’ A T
L}
-

 represents less than .15% of the annual budge
 Funding for family planning programs is a partisan
~ issue and therefore constantly under threat.

: -54._;:;,;4.'--:'11--1_;?&:' L -
—E w

-



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The U.S. has denied contributions to the UNFPA since 2017 because of the Kemp-Kasten amendment  
The Trump Administration has also reinstated and expanded the Global Gag Rule, which limits global health programs. 


Currently, family planning programs receive just 1% of all overseas development assistance.
Fully meeting the current unmet need for family planning services for the 218 million women in developing regions would cost $12.1 billion annually. Including investments, from donors, governments, and corporations, a $5.3 billion funding gap for meeting the unmet need globally remains. 
Family planning programs receive just 1% of overseas development assistance, and the US is consistently the single largest contributor of global health aid. However, funding for family planning programs is under threat. The US hasn’t funded the UNFPA for the third year in a row, and the Global Gag Rule which was reinstated and expanded in 2017, greatly limits aid to global health programs. The policy was supposedly designed as a way to stop funding abortions overseas and to reduce the overall number of abortions in general, and but unfortunately has proven to be wildly ineffective --- firstly because the US never actually funds abortions directly because we’ve made it illegal to do so, and secondly because the policy does not limit or reduce the number of overall abortions. Instead, it increases the rate of unintended pregnancies and them the likelihood that women will seek abortions, except now they’re occurring in unsafe, life threatening conditions. 

Family Planning 2020 estimates that in 2016, total spending for family planning was $3.4 billion.
Of this total, 48% was from donors
34% was from national governments
14% was out-of-pocket
4% was from corporations, NGOs, and other domestic organizations
 




CONCLUSIONS

- Expanding access to FP/RH is critical to women’s empowerment
and can play an impactful role in climate adaptation efforts.

- Slowing population growth through rights-based innovations like
voluntary planning services and girls’ education can mitigate
climate change by offsetting emissions in the long-term.

— Family planning is a building block of resilience to climate change
impacts.

— Family planning programs receive 1% of all overseas development
assistance, and yet are some of the most cost-efficient and
effective investments a country can make.
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We’ll open it up for questions after this but I want to conclude with a few points from the talk today. The first is that expanding access to Family planning and reproductive health is most essentially about human rights and empowerment, with indirect but crucial benefits to the environment. Family planning is also a fundamental building block of climate resilience and adaptation strategies that should be incorporated into climate action plans. However, with a $5.5 billion funding gap, fulling meeting the unmet need for contraceptives urgently signals a need for greater investment, now more than ever.  


IG: @populationconnection
FB: facebook.com/populationconnectic
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